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*  Jax Regional Transportation is going to help and be more collaborative.

Large # of suicides in Clay County.

Clay Safety Net Alliance
Minutes

Thursday, May 17, 2018

Ernie Cohen hosted and welcomed everyone. Patrick Hayle said the opening prayer.

Karen Wintress and Doug Greenberg

All Present

Local Government Update by Diane Hutchings, Clay County Commissioner District 3.

Thankful to be with us this morning; feels like family and she has great respect for 

the work we are doing in the community and the great collaborations.

She will speak about the top Clay issues today.

As a result of the February 14
th

 school shooting in Florida, government is taking a 

hard look at school safety issues.

County wide government meeting (school district, county commissioners, 

department of children and families, sheriff’s office, etc.) talked about county issues 

and also looked at 3 critical areas.

Opioid addictions

Mental Health (40% of people the sheriff’s office deal with have a mental health 

issue).

At end of that government meeting, Diane suggested they look into a policy of 

relieving children from social media during the day (no smart phones at school 

during the day; if parents are worried about staying in touch with the child, a 

tracphone with no social media would be allowed).

We need a mental health board – the local judges are looking into addressing this 

issue.

Clay has very rural areas where services are limited; through the help of Bradley and 

Cummings, Clay County will now have a full service school (Wilkinson Jr High) where 

students and family will have access to full services such as health care, counseling, 

etc.

Board of County Commissioners is responsible for county budget.

School board and Sheriff’s office and County Commissioners discussed how to add 

school resource officers to every school; the result is that every middle school and 

every high school will have a school resource officer and elementary schools will 

have a guardian.

County employees can now carry a gun to work if they have a concealed weapon 

permit; the gun must be kept on the person at all times or in the personal vehicle but 

cannot be kept in the county vehicle, in the desk, etc.

Transportation – Clay Transit undergoing changes and have lost some of their 

vendors so they are reducing some of their routes; BCC is reviewing the Clay Transit 

books to see how they can help but the result is that transportation services will 

become more limited.



*

*

*

Clay Action Coalition * Stephanie Geoghagen

~ 501 3C non-profit, drug free community

~ Founded in 2004
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Announcements * All Present

Closing Prayer * Patrick Hale

 The Clay County Quality of Life Report, Third Edition is now published and is 

available at claychamber.com and also at 

http://www.claytodayonline.com/stories/clay-county-quality-of-life-report-2017-

third-edition-final-web,11321

The First Coast Expressway, which is fully funded, is a $2 billion asset and will bring 

good paying jobs to the area.

The new bridge will not be a toll bridge and the addition on the bridge and the 

expressway, it will only take 10 minutes to get from Green Cove Springs to I-95.

Provide information to the community making them aware of how they can assist in 

substance abuse prevention.

Honored to be a recipient of the Judges’ Choice Program  Award ($5,000) from the 

Reinhold Foundation at the April 2018 Celebrate Clay Awards and will use those 

funds to promote a drug free community.

The Newborn Taskforce is compiling a directory for pregnant women on staying 

healthy during pregnancy and not using drugs.

The Coalition will be at the Kids Fest in Orange Park June 8-9 with drug prevention 

information, Tag A Tot, and the Hidden in Plain Sight RV.

Compile and look at data focusing on youth substance abuse prevention.

Discussion on how to combine resources and efforts.

3,000 copies of the Drug Free School Calendar are being distributed to the 

community.
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